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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Foundation for Corporate Social Responsi
bility and Children’s Rights (“CSR Children”) is
barely over a year old, yet in this short space of
time we have managed to emerge as one of the
leading voices of advocacy #4TheNigerianChild in
the area of corporate social responsibility.
We spent January - April trying to obtain charity/
not-for profit status in Nigeria and building up a
social media presence and I am pleased to report
that both of these objectives were fulfilled. A
strong social media presence is important to us
as an advocacy organization and our Facebook
page on its own reached 1,258 likes in its first year
of activation.
From my interview in May on CNN which took place
in Atlanta at their headquarters, to my attendance
at the 3rd Annual UN Forum on Business and Human
Rights which took place in Geneva, Switzerland
in December, it has been a very productive and
successful year for our organization. However
this success has been tainted with sadness with
no news on the release of over 200 girls abducted
from Chibok, Nigeria by terrorists. We also cannot
forget the gruesome murder of over 100 children
in North Eastern Nigeria, who were killed in
their school:
• Buni Yadi (59 children) (Feb 2014)
• Potiskum (46 children) (Nov 2014)
As 2015 approaches we pray for leadership in
Nigeria, both at the government level and at the
private sector level to take full responsibility for
the protection, development and welfare of the
Nigerian child.

Toyin Olakanpo,
LLB. (Hons), MA (Ed.), AMI (Dip.)

“I would like to think that we do not have
an insensitive government”
- Toyin Olakanpo
(on CNN, May 2, 2014)

MAY 2014
- CNN, headquarters in Atlanta
The month of May started off with our President and
CEO, Toyin Olakanpo being invited to the offices
of CNN in Atlanta, USA to share her views on the
horrific abduction of over 276 girls from Chibok,
Nigeria. She was interviewed by the gracious Ralitsa
Vassileva on May 2, 2014 and again on May 4th,
2014 by Jonathan Mann. She was honored to have
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the opportunity to speak out #4TheNigerianChild
and the Chibok girls and to publicly engage the
private sector who were participating in the World
Economic Forum that took place in Nigeria to seek
within themselves and see what they can do for the
girl child in Nigeria.

“Films on girl child education should be taken
to the House of Representative and the House
of Assembly for mandatory viewing”
- Dr Adeleke Pitan,
Former Commissioner for Education, Lagos State, Nigeria

] Ayisha Osori, (CEO) Nigerian Women Trust Fund; Nneka Nwobi (Trustee); Amy Oyekunle, Executive Director
- KIND; Toyin Olakanpo (CEO - CSR Children); Dr Adeleke Pitan (Lagos State); Makhosi (Celebrity Talk Show
Host); Kaliko Olowole (Trustee); Suwaiba Yakubu-Jibrin (Action Aid Nigeria); Charles Adeogun (Trustee).

June 2014
- Day of the African Child
In June 2014 we stood up for the African Child as
we marked the Day of the African Child on June
by hosting a private film screening of the award
winninmovie - Girl Rising. The objective of the
event was to bring greater education and awareness
to the plight of the girl child in Nigeria and see how
we could utilize film, story and drama as a tool for
social change. Since the June event we have
• Engaged with key members of Girl Rising in New
York and Plan UK for guidance in achieving this

• Completed research on original stories for our
girl child education film
• Engaged with award wining film directors in the UK
and in the US as part of the pre-production process
• Held our first pre-production meeting which
involved leading writers and members of the
drama & film community in Nigeria - Mrs Ajoke
Silva, Mr Toni Kan
• Partnered with Junior Achievement Nigeria on
the pre-production process
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“Looking at the future of Nigeria, the
first driver of growth is education (girl
child education), not infrastructure
or power”
- Kola Karim,
GMD - Shoreline Power Group

October 2014
- 2nd Annual CEO Forum on
Children’s Rights
- I nternational Day of the Girl
Child 2014
It has always been a strong belief of our organization
that the key to sustainable economic growth in Nigeria
(and Africa generally) must begin with strategic
investment in CSR programs that meet the basic needs
of the Nigerian child and aid their development. This
belief was resonated at our 2nd Annual CEO Forum
on Children’s Rights which took place on October
8, 2014 at the London offices of KPMG, where Lord
Michael Hastings,.. was our host. Our theme “The Girl
Dividend in Nigeria: Why Should CEOs care?” didn’t only
mark an apt conversation for the private sector but
also marked our contribution to the International
Day of the Girl which took place a few days later on
October 11, 2014. The full report of the CEO Forum can be
downloaded from our website.

Lord Michael Hastings, KPMG (esteemed host at
our 2nd Annual CEO Forum)

NOVEMBER
- 25th Anniversary of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child
On November 20, 2014, for Corporate Social
Responsibility & Children’s Rights hosted a Twitter
Chat with the Chairman of the National Human Rights
Commission, Dr Chidi Odinkalu, to commemorate
the 25th Anniversary of the United Nation Convention
on the Rights of the Child, which was adopted by the
United National General Assembly in 1989 and signed
by Nigeria and ratified in 1991 and subsequently
enacted into law in Nigeria by the National Assembly in
July 2003 and assented to by the President of Nigeria,
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo in September 2003 with the
Child Rights Act.
The Child’s Rights Act 2003 (CRA) provided
legislation which incorporated all the rights and
responsibilities of children, and which consolidated
all laws relating to children into one single legislation.
The CRA also specified the duties and obligations
of government, parents and other authorities,
organizations and bodies.

As the United Nations celebrated 25 years since the
launch of these pioneering set of rights for children,
we thought that it was important to take stock of the
achievements of Nigeria, as a country, in the field
of child rights and list our dreams and aspirations
#4TheNigerianChild in the years to come.
The official hashtag for the event was
#4TheNigerianChild and the host for the day was our
President/CEO Ms Toyin Olakanpo, with Mr Alkasim
Abdulkadir acting as the co-moderator.
Our Twitter Chat was a very productive hour (see
infographic below):
The full report of the Twitter Chat can be downloaded
from our website.
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DECEMBER
- 3Rd Annual UN Business &
Human Rights Forum
Our President/CEO Toyin Olakanpo attended the
3rd Annual CEO Forum on Business & Human
Rights in Geneva. It was largely attended by
multinationals like Unilever and Nestle, which
raised the key point that Business & Human
Rights issues are not just for multinationals but for
everyone, calling for a wider representation at these
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events. Mo Ibrahim commented that he would like
to see representatives from indigenous companies
like Dangote and Oando in attendance, and that we
need to move away from these gatherings where
the same faces were represented if we were going to
witness impactful change in the area of business and
human rights.

Toyin Olakanpo welcoming Dr Adeleke Pitan, former Commissioner
for Education and Health, Lagos State, to the ‘Girl Rising” event held
in Lagos on June 15 to commemorate the 2014 International Day of
the African Child.

THE FOUNDATION FOR CORPORATE SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY AND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
Registered Office:
198 Igbosere Road
P O Box 53448
Ikoyi, Lagos
Nigeria
info@csrchildren.com
www.csrchildren.com
@csrchildren @childrightsng
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